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Welcome! 



The museum, its history and its collections
The Brest Museum of Fine Arts results from a long story. It opened in 1877, receiving donations, city acquisitions, 
special bequests and state deliveries. But it was destroyed in 1941. A new museum designed by architect Jean-
Baptiste Mathon was inaugurated in 1968, which marked its recent history. 

Today, the museum houses a large collection of paintings, sculptures and graphic arts (drawings and prints) it 
gladly relates to Brest’s maritime tradition. The permanent visitor circuit is spread over two floors, encouraging 
discovery and taking visitors on a journey through different art movements. 
Temporary exhibitions are held each year, punctuating the life of the museum. The museum also runs numerous 
workshops in early-learning activities, teaching and artistic practice.

Ground floor gallery



Temporary exhibition room

  Temporary exhibition room
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0   Art library gallery

  Brest and art

  Brittany: land and sea

  Seascapes

  Children’s area

  Exotic appeal

  Pont-Aven and the Nabis

  Symbolists: painters of dreams

  Art in the 20th and 21st centuries

  Rest area
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ART LIBRARY
Thanks to the museum’s art 
library, you can enjoy an original 
art experience from your home. 
The library contains over 1,250 
works (prints and photographs) 
for loan and gives a perspective 
on contemporary art.

GROUND-FLOOR 
GALLERIES
These galleries offer a 
theme-based circuit through 
different art movements.

BREST AND ART

These works depict Brest from 
the seventeenth century to 
the twentieth century. They 
form a precious record of the 
city destroyed in the Second 
World War. Artists’ enthusiasm 
for Brest reached its peak in the 
eighteenth century, when the 
city profited from the renovation 
of its naval and military 
complex – the Arsenal de Brest – 
and the growth of shipbuilding. 

BRITTANY:  
LAND AND SEA

Brittany was a fertile source 
of inspiration for artists in 
the nineteenth century. They 
would draw inspiration from 
the region to produce many 
depictions, including landscapes, 
everyday life, costumes, and 
religious and festive scenes. 
Brittany also became a favourite 
holiday spot for some artists.

SEASCAPES

Seascapes form a major part 
of the collection. This genre of 
painting draws inspiration from 
the sea (storms, shipwrecks 
and naval battles). In the 
nineteenth century, Romantic 
painters would turn seascapes 
into dramatic scenes displaying 
the power of the elements 
and the force of nature. 

EXOTIC APPEAL

Interest in faraway lands grew in 
the nineteenth century against 
a backdrop of colonialism. 
Works by Orientalist painters, 
sculptures by Ana Quinquaud 
and objects brought back by 
naval officers attest to this 
fascination for other continents.

PONT-AVEN  
AND THE NABIS

This room displays works by 
Paul Gauguin’s companions 
in Pont-Aven and Le Pouldu 
in the 1880s, as well as artists 
in the Nabis group. The works 
feature outlined shapes, flat 
tints and original compositions, 
characteristic of synthetism.

SYMBOLISTS: 
PAINTERS OF DREAMS

This series of works attests 
to the richness of symbolism, 
a multidisciplinary European 
movement that emerged at the 
end of the nineteenth century. 
Through landscape paintings, 
portraits and allegorical works, 
these painters sought to express 
an idea and explore the invisible 
by prioritising subjectivity.

ART IN THE 20 th  
AND 21 st CENTURIES

The museum’s collection of 
modern art was put together 
around Brest-born art critic 
Charles Estienne (1908–1966) 
and the Argenton painters. This 
core is supplemented with 
works from women artists in 
abstract art and a collection of 
works by twenty-first-century 
artists with ties to Finistère.



1   The noble genre: history painting

  Portraits and landscapes
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FIRST-FLOOR 
GALLERY
The first-floor gallery offers an 
overview of European painting 
from the late sixteenth century 
to the early nineteenth century.

THE NOBLE GENRE: 
HISTORY PAINTING

This series of works immerses 
visitors in the genre of painting 
that was given the noblest 
status up to the nineteenth 
century. Such works would often 
be large in size and touch on 
religious, mythological, historical 
and allegorical subjects. The 
paintings range from baroque to 
romanticism and neoclassicism 
and mainly represent French 
and Italian schools.

PORTRAITS  
AND LANDSCAPES

Portraits and landscape paintings 
were considered minor in 
the hierarchy of genres but 
were increasingly produced 
in European painting from the 
seventeenth century to the 
nineteenth century. A series of 
formal portraits and landscape 
paintings attest to this. Some 
of these are memories of the 
Grand Tour – the initiatory 
journey many art-lovers 
and artists went on.

‘ANOTHER 
VIEW’ SPACE
This exhibition space in the 
first-floor rotunda displays a 
selection of works from the 
museum’s collection that are 
usually kept in the storeroom. 
The selection is changed each 
year and the works exhibited 
may be theme-based or 
monographic.

First-floor gallery



INFORMATION AND BOOKINGS

Brest Museum of Fine Arts
24, rue Traverse
29200 Brest
02.98.00.87.96
musee-beaux-arts@brest-metropole.fr

Group bookings:
reservations.musee@brest-metropole.fr 

ACCESSIBILITY

Only the ground-floor and art library galleries are 
accessible to people with reduced mobility. The 
museum offers a wheelchair and walking-stick seats.

Audio induction loops and headsets are available for visits

The museum is also equipped with an audio 
terminal and tactile floor surface indicators.

 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION  

Opening times: 
• Tuesday to Saturday: 10am–12pm / 2pm–6pm
• Sunday: 2pm–6pm
Closed on public holidays, except 14 July 
and 15 August (open 2pm–6pm)
Closed every year in January

Prices (self-guided visit):
• Full rate: 5 € – Reduced rate: 3 €
• Free for visitors aged under 25 under certain conditions.
Activity prices can be found on the museum’s website.

KEEP IN TOUCH

Go behind the scenes of the museum, follow events as if you were 
there, share your emotions and discover visitors’ favourites!  

  musee.brest.fr

  www.facebook.com/museebrest

  #mbabrest

  Brest.fr
Photographers: Nacer Hammoumi (ground-floor galleries  
and temporary-exhibition room); Mathieu Le Gall (first-floor gallery).


